Incidence of tuberculosis among canning workers in the Boland, 1987.
Tuberculosis remains a serious public health problem in South Africa. Current control policy in industry relies on passive case-finding and regards industrial workers as at low risk. Analysis of tuberculosis among a canning factory population in the Boland demonstrated high rates of pulmonary tuberculosis, comparable to the high rates in the community, and an absence of the 'healthy worker effect'. Black men were at particular risk. An argument is made for a review of current practices in tuberculosis control based on a sound knowledge of risk profiles for particular industries.